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#COVID #TREATMENT #VARIANT 

 

XENOTHERA announces the efficacy of its XAV-19 antibody 
against the BQ.1.1variant.  

 
 

In the context of a major resurgence of the COVID epidemic, the French biotech 

XENOTHERA has just carried out an urgent analysis of the neutralization by XAV-19 of 

BQ.1.1, the main variant of SARS-CoV-2 in circulation to date. XAV-19, a natural 

protective polyclonal anti-Covid antibody, is effective against BQ.1.1, as against other 

variants or the original virus.  

 

The neutralizing concentration of XAV-19 (IC50) is measured at 5 g/mL, similar to the IC50 

against the other variants, given that the amount of XAV-19 in the serum of treated patients is 

ten times higher. In total, an injection of XAV-19 should therefore neutralize the BQ.1.1 

virus during the viral phase of the disease. 

 

The biotech announced on 16th of December the first analyses of its European EUROXAV 

trial, which was suspended due to reduced enrolment, demonstrating the safety of XAV-

19 and its potential efficacy in moderate stage patients within six days of symptom 

onset. 

 

In a recent call by infectious diseases specialists* to address the situation of 

immunocompromised patients, for whom the administration of antibodies is essential, it was 

pointed out that none of the currently authorized neutralizing monoclonal antibodies was 

effective against this new variant and that only plasmas from convalescent patients could 

be considered. 

 

In this particularly difficult context for vulnerable patients, XENOTHERA recalls that it has 

30,000 doses of XAV-19 pre-ordered by the French government, ready for infusion, 

which could meet the needs in this period of resumption of the epidemic. 

 

"While COVID persists, we would like to reiterate today our commitment to put our company 

at the service of the medical community and patients. There are several indications in favor of 

XAV-19, both its safety and efficacy, particularly on variants, making our antibody a viable 

therapeutic solution for immunocompromised individuals who do not have their own antibodies. 

In view of the benefit/risk ratio, i.e. the high probability of benefit and the low risk in this tense 

context, we have started to contact the competent health authorities to propose our 

contribution. If our request is approved, we are more than ever ready to move quickly to make 

XAV-19 available to physicians and patients. Our priority at XENOTHERA remains to provide 

a treatment to every patient who needs it." comments Odile Duvaux, CEO and co-founder 

of XENOTHERA. 

https://www.xenothera.com/


 

*Source: RICAI Congress (Interdisciplinary Meeting on Anti-Infectious Chemotherapy) - APM dispatch 
of 15.12.22 in reference). 
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About XENOTHERA: 
Founded in 2014, XENOTHERA is a Nantes-based biotech that develops new therapeutic modes in 
many fields (immunology, oncology, viral infections...). The company develops treatments based on a 
unique proprietary technology of "glyco-humanized" polyclonal antibodies. Its technological platform is 
built on a dual expertise in genetics and immunology.  
The biotech has a complete portfolio of products, including three products in the clinic: LIS1, an 
immunosuppressant for solid organ transplantation; XAV-19, an anti-Covid treatment for patients with 
moderate disease; and XAB05, which is intended for the prevention and treatment of multi-drug resistant 
bacterial infections.  
XENOTHERA, a member of the Atlanpole Biotherapies competitiveness cluster, is part of the scientific 
and medical environment of the Pays de la Loire (France). The company has been supported since its 
creation by business angels, private investors, by the Pays de la Loire Region, by BPI France and by 
the European EIC Fund.  
More information: www.xenothera.com 
Follow XENOTHERA on social networks: LinkedIn Twitter 
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